Abbey Baptist Church, Reading
Worship Service 10:30am 22™ February 2026
Loltan Biro leading and Simon Bird preaching
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Silence with God: Solitude vs Loneliness
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Song MP445

Lord, the light of your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father’s glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

Prayer of approach

In you alone we put our hope,

God the Father, Creator and Sustainer,
who gives all good things

seen and unseen.

In you alone we put our hope,
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Lord, | come to your awesome presence
From the shadows into your radiance

By the blood | may enter your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me

As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me

Graham Kendrick
Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music,

God the Son, Saviour and Redeemer,
who died for our sins
and rose again.

In you alone we put our hope,

God the Spirit, Teacher and Comforter,
who moves us to sing “Our God reigns!”
In you alone we put our hope.
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Song MP 1076

Jesus be the centre
Be my source be my light
Jesus

Jesus be the centre

Be my hope be my song
Jesus
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Song MP 34

As the deer pants for the water
So my soul long after thee
You alone are my hearts desire
And | long to worship thee

Chorus

You alone are my strength, my shield
To You alone may my spirit yield

You alone are my hearts desire

And | long to worship thee

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Eternal God,

the refuge and help of all your children,
we praise you for all you have given us,
for all you have done for us,

for all that you are to us.

In our weakness, you are strength,

in our darkness, you are light,

in our sorrow, you are comfort and peace.
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Song - MP 111

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives Thy service find,

in deeper rev'rence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,

let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee.

Chorus

Be the fire in my heart
Be the wind in these sails
Be the reason that | live
Jesus, Jesus,

Jesus be my vision

Be my path be my guide

Jesus

Michael Frye © 1999 Vineyard Songs

You're my friend and You are my brother,
Even though you are a king.
| love you more than any other,
So much more than anything.
Chorus

| want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy Giver,
And the apple of my eye.
Chorus
Martin Nystorm © 1984 Universal Music

We cannot number your blessings,
we cannot declare your love:
For all your blessings we bless you.
May we live as in your presence,
and love the things that you love,
and serve you in our daily lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
St. Boniface (ca. 672-754)

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

where Jesus knelt to share with Thee
the silence of eternity,

interpreted by love!

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,



and let our ordered lives confess let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
the beauty of Thy peace. speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!

Breathe through the heats of our desire John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
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Songs MP 50 Our radiant King of light
Be still for the presence of the Lord, Be still for the glory of the Lord,
The Holy One is here Is shining all around
Come bow before Him now,
With reverence and fear Be still for the power of the Lord,
In Him no sin is found Is moving in this place
We stand on holy ground He comes to cleanse and heal,
Be still for the presence of the Lord, To minister His grace
The Holy One is here No work too hard for Him
In faith receive from Him
Be still for the glory of the Lord, Be still for the power of the Lord
Is shining all around Is moving in this place
He burns with holy fire, Be still for the power of the Lord
With splendour He is crowned Is moving in this place
How awesome is the sight David J. Evans ©1986 Thankyou Musi
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Song MP990

| will offer up my life in spirit and truth Pouring out the oil of love, as my worship to you
In surrender | must give my every part Lord, receive this sacrifice of a broken heart

Jesus, what can | give, what can | bring To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King?
Savior, what can be said, what can be sung As a praise of Your name for the things You have done?
Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart

You deserve my every breath, for You've paid the great cost

Giving up your life to death, even death on the cross

You took all my shame away, there defeated my sin

Open up the gates of heaven and have beckoned me in
Jesus, what can | give, what can | bring...
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Tuesday Deacons’ Meeting
Wednesday 25" |10:30 Renew Café
12:00 Bible study
2:00 iCaf English lesson and First Steps course
Thursday 26" |10:30 Toddlers
10:30 Bible Study
Friday 27" |10.30 Prayer Meeting in Upper Room
5:00pm Table Tennis
Sunday 1** March | 10.30 Sunday Worship with Communion

Learning to compromise: Submission
(Ephesians 5:20-21; 1 Peter 5:1-7)
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