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THEME: Rejoicing at the Messiah’s Birth
Isaiah 9:1-7
WELCOME
Welcome, everyone—children, parents, grandparents, friends.
First of all, I would like to wish you a wonderfully blessed Christmas.
Today we gather to celebrate Christmas: the birth of Jesus, the light of the world.
This is a service for all ages, which means we will listen, wonder, move, and respond together.

Let us begin by taking a deep breath together. 
(Breathe in… breathe out.) God is here with us. Feel his presence…
(Breathe in… breathe out.) God is here with us. Taste his goodness…
(Breathe in… breathe out.) God is here with us. Enjoy his embrace… Amen.

LIGHTING OF ALL THE CANDLES
Today is the day for which we have all been waiting.
            Our Advent wreath will now be completed
            by the lighting of our Christ candle.
             “For unto us a child is given,
            unto us a Savior is born
            and the order of the world will be upon his shoulders.” 
            With the birth of Jesus, our lives will be forever changed.
            We will be transformed by his model and message. 
            We light this candle to stand for the fact
            that Christ is truly the centre of our lives.
CALL TO WORSHIP
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness.
Those who lived in a land of deep shadow—
On them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us.
A son has been given to us.
And he shall be called Prince of Peace.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight through all the earth;
heralds of creation's story
now proclaim Messiah's birth!
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born king;
come and worship,
worship Christ the new-born king.

Shepherds in the fields abiding,
watching by your flocks at night,
God with us is now residing:
see, there shines the infant light!
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born king;
come and worship,
worship Christ the new-born king.
Wise men, leave your contemplations!
brighter visions shine afar;
seek in him the hope of nations,
you have seen his rising star:
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born king;
come and worship,
worship Christ the new-born king.

 Though an infant now we view him,
he will share his Father's throne,
gather all the nations to him;
every knee shall then bow down:
Come and worship
Christ, the new-born king;
come and worship,
worship Christ the new-born king.

James Montgomery (1771 - 1854).


CHRISTMAS MESSAGE (part 1)

Introductory game: Would you rather use this (object 1) or this (object 2)… To make the following!

Words are similar to tools: 
Peace… Pax = agreement to stop hostility enforced by the Roman army.
Old English… Fridd (our words friend and friendship originate from this) = brings friendly relationships into the community which results in happiness.
Two images are shown:
· soldiers standing guard
· people sharing food or playing
Even today some people think peace means no fighting because everyone is afraid to attack the other. 
But God’s peace is different. God’s peace means:
· people caring for one another
· living as friends
· sharing life together
Peace is not fear.
Peace is love.

Start Reading from the International Children’s Bible Isaiah 9:2-5 

Isaiah says the people were walking in darkness. How many of you like darkness?
Darkness can feel scary. You don’t know where to go. In darkness nothing grows. Darkness can cause us do become ill, both physically and mentally. 
But even a little light can make a change (flashlight). 
The darkness does not win. The light shines.
It changes our mood; it makes things grow and we don’t have to be afraid anymore. 
This is what Christmas brings us. 

(*An offering will be taken during the following song)
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Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there
Martin Luther (1483 - 1546).

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE (part2) 

If you were going to fix the world, would you choose something like this?
(Pause.) Or something like this?

God chose… a baby… Not a warrior… Not a king on a throne. A child, a child that trusts, a child that smiles, a child who is innocent. 

Start reading from the International Children’s Bible Isaiah 9:6-7

Some Big words in this reading: 
Wonderful Counsellor, Powerful God, Father Who Lives Forever, Prince of Peace.

Big jobs usually go to big, strong people.

Illustration: Heavy/light backpack.

Isaiah tells us peace rests on the shoulders of a child.
God’s power looks like love. God’s strength looks like kindness.


At Christmas, God shows us a different way.
The world says: “Be stronger.” “Fight harder.” “Win at all costs.”
God says: “Love.” “Come close.” “Be a peacemaker.”
Jesus brings peace not by conquering others, but by loving them.
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Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
Darkness flies, all is light;
Shepherds hear the angels sing,
"Alleluia! hail the King!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born."

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night,
Wondrous star, lend the light;
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.
Joseph Mohr (1792 - 1848).


SHARING THE PEACE
Let’s name ways we can share Jesus’ peace.
Jesus brings peace, 
And we share his love.
When we forgive
And we share his love.
When we help someone in need
And we share his love.
When we welcome others
And we share his love.

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you…

Let us share this love with one another. Turn around and say “The peace of the Lord be with you”

PRAYING TOGETHER 
Jesus, Prince of Peace, we pray for your world.
“Come, Lord Jesus.”
For places of war and fear…
Come, Lord Jesus.
For families who are hurting…
Come, Lord Jesus.
For children everywhere…
Come, Lord Jesus.
For our own hearts…
Come, Lord Jesus.
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Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
With th’angelic host proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ by highest heav'n adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
			CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788)


BENEDICTION
May the light of Christ shine in your homes and hearts.
May the child of Bethlehem teach you the way of peace.
Go in joy. Go in love. Go in peace.

THE GRACE
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore, Amen.
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