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THEME: God with us
Isaiah 61:19-20 & Luke 4:16-30
WELCOME
Good morning to you all. It doesn’t matter if you are here for the first time or worshipped in Abbey Baptist Church for decades, you are all welcome. 
Today we have a special service, called Carol Service. Carol in English can mean two things. It can be a female name, but it also means a Christmas Song. So today, we are not going to sing about Carol, but sing Carols about Jesus. 
Our church is unique, because we have different ethnicities worshipping together, so today we would like to celebrate our diversity and we will have Christmas songs from all over the world. We will sing in English, but also in Chinese and Farsi, which is the language of our Iranian brothers and sisters. 
The theme of today’s service will be “GOD WITH US”, so all the readings, activities and talks will focus on what does it mean to us that God did not abandon us, and how does Christmas and the birth of Jesus remind us of this wonderful news. 
Before we start I would like to read couple of verses from the book of Isaiah:

The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you,
for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.
Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;
the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end. (Isaiah 61:19-20)

LIGHTING OF THE 4 ADVENT CANDLES
Dear God, As our Advent journey draws to completion, grant us the courage to share your love.
Love for the unexpected turns in our lives,
Love for the vulnerable one.
Love for the presence of God. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP
In the midst of darkness, God brings a new light.
Thanks be to the God of light.
In the midst of confusion and fear, God brings hope and peace.
Thanks be to the God of peace.
In the midst of strife and stress, God comforts and soothes us.
Let us praise God who truly loves us and brings us new life. AMEN.

ENGLISH CAROL BPW 160

Come and join the celebration
It’s a very special day
Come and share the jubilation
There’s a new King born today

See the shepherds
Hurry down to Bethlehem
Gaze in wonder
At the Son of God who lay before them

Chorus
Wise men journey
Led to worship by a star
Kneel in homage
Bringing precious gifts from lands afar, So

Chorus
God is with us
Round the world the message bring
He is with us
Welcome all the bells on earth are peeling

Chorus
Valerie Collison  © 1972 Hye-Fye Music Ltd.


GOD IS WITH US: JESUS IS OUR ETERNAL LIGHT (Interactive message by Zoltan)

CAROL BY THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN

We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas
And a Happy New Year! 

Good tidings we bring 
To you and your kin
Good tidings for Christmas 
And a Happy New Year!

We all do a little clapping 
We all do a little clapping 
We all do a little clapping 
We're happy you're here!

We all do a little twirling 
We all do a little twirling 
We all do a little twirling 
We're happy you're here!

We all do a little dancing 
We all do a little dancing
We all do a little dancing
We're happy you're here!

We all do a little jumping 
We all do a little jumping
We all do a little jumping
We're happy you're here!

Good tidings we bring 
To you and your kin
Good tidings for Christmas 
And a Happy New Year
Good tidings for Christmas 
And a Happy New Year!

READING by OZACH (representing the teenage group)
John 1:1-14

(*An offering will be taken during the following song, after which children will leave for their groups)

CHINESE CAROL
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!
Corus:	O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

2 God of God, Light of Light,
lo, He abhors not the virgin's womb;
very God, begotten not created; [Corus]

3 Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! [Corus]

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Corus]

[bookmark: _Hlk216932061]Jesus Came to earth because he loves us (a short message by Jill Bird)
So the question I am asking today is  Why did Jesus come to our earth?’                                                            The answer is simple -  to show us how much he loves us.                                                                                                                                           But what does this overused word really mean when we want to understand how God feels about us?
· Is it romantic love at its very best – YES  - God thinks you are so so special – he wants time with you alone, to dance and enjoy all the beauty he has created you to be. Just read a book in the bible called the Song of Solomon -a love song!
· Is it family love at its very best – YES - deep acceptance, commitment, warmth. He says I want to  come and make my home with you for ever. Open the door of your heart and I will come in and dwell, abide with you – much deeper words than just to live with you.  Rev 3.20
We are truly blessed if we have known these loves in the natural – so many of us have experienced such romantic love coming to an end, an empty relationship, even separation and divorce in our lives or that of our parents. And our family life was far less than this perfect picture of warmth and joy.
So how can we believe in a God that says not just I am a loving being but ‘I am love itself’ – my very being is love and I showed it by coming down to your earth not just to be born into a poor home in a cold stable but to suffer and even die for you. 
What do you think God is feeling about us and his world right now? If he is truly love, I think he is weeping over all the pain, despair, injustice. All the painful experiences we have gone through – he is holding out his arms in love to welcome us home. 
Do you know the wonderful story Jesus told about the love of God. He described a family where an ungrateful son left home with his Father’s money, wasted it all and ended up in poverty. But the Father never stopped waiting, longing, even weeping for his son to come home.. The n the Father’s great joy and celebration at his son’s return.. Maybe today you too can run back home into your heavenly father’s arms whose love came down at Christmas – Emmanuel God with us

A MODERN CAROL by Denisa

Mary, did you know
That your baby boy will one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know
That your baby boy will save our sons and daughters?
Did you know
That your baby boy has come to make you new?
This child that you've delivered
Will soon deliver you

Mary, did you know
That your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary, did you know
That your baby boy will calm a storm with His hand?
Did you know
That your baby boy has walked where angels trod?
And when you kiss your little baby
You've kissed the face of God
Mary, did you know?
The blind will see
The deaf will hear
And the dead will live again
The lame will leap
The dumb will speak
The praises of the Lamb
					MARK LOWRY © 1984  WORD MUSIC LLC AND RUFUS MUSIC
PRAYER ACTIVITY (led by Zoltan) 

Hold the Orange Circle in Front of You!

1st PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for lighting up our world.
Thank you for the light that shines into the darkness.
Take our prayers this Christmas and, like the sun’s rays, use them to penetrate the dark and troubled places of our world. Where there is war… fear… and despair. May your people be light in these places. May your bright glory be seen. May the Christmas light that lasts forever be made known and received in people’s hearts across the globe.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, who is the light that lasts forever.

Fold and tear the rounded edge of the semicircle 

2nd PRAYER
Dear God, we pray for your people, your Church, on whom the light from heaven fell at Pentecost.
May we be light in the darkness in this area and in the places where we live.
Inspire with your light all who lead, speak, sing and pray in our services this Christmas time.
May your light be seen and heard as we sing carols around the streets and share the story of the light that lasts forever.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, who is the light that lasts forever.
Fold your crown of flames in half and re-tear the edges 

3rd PRAYER
Jesus is the light of the world, the light of his people and is the light in each one of our hearts.
Dear God, we pray for every light here that is burning, but especially those which are burning low at the moment and hold on to your promise that ‘a dimly burning light, you will not let go out’ (Matthew 12:20).
Keep us burning until the day of that great light when you will come again.
Help those who are feeling weak, sad or sick to be aware of your light burning deep within their hearts.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, who is the light that lasts forever.

PRAYING TOGETHER (using words from Isaiah 60:19)
The sun will no more be our light by day, nor the brightness of the moon shine on us,
for the Lord will be our everlasting light, and our God will be our glory. Amen

FARSI (IRANIAN) CAROL
As it was from the beginning, everything came into being from him
By coming to earth, he created life again
That pure lamb of God, that righteous judge of ours
That glorious King, our peerless saviour

O people on earth Jesus was born
So God himself will give you a sign
Behold the virgin is with child a son
She will give birth and will call his name Emmanuel

O people on earth Jesus was born
As it was from the beginning
The fragrance of the Messiah has come
A promise was made his face shone upon us
He who created the world has come to be with us

That damp and cold manger, it became the best place on earth
When he stepped into it, born from the throne
Mary’s eyes are bright, the promise was born
The one that is good, the darkness has ended

As it was from the beginning, everything came into being from him
By coming to earth, he created life again
That pure lamb of God, that righteous judge of ours
That glorious King, our peerless saviour

Jesus Came to earth to bring us freedom (Short Sermon by Jill Bird)
Let’s return to our question Why did Jesus come to our earth?
Another answer is that he came to bring us freedom, true freedom.                                                                                     
The bible tells us that Jesus himself was LIFE  ‘I have come to bring life, life in all its fullness – a life really worth living. It is for freedom that Jesus has set us free.
What is this freedom that Jesus is talking about? For those of you regularly here, last Sunday we looked at the wonderful promises of what Jesus can do in Isaiah 61.- to bind up the broken hearted, to comfort all who mourn, to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning and the garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair, to name just a few.
It says he will proclaim freedom for the captives – is this talking about physical freedom – I don’t think so. This is spiritual freedom from our past, our hurts, our despair, our memories. Has coming to the UK healed these things or are you still a prisoner to all that is inside you? Or even if you were born in the UK, do you truly know this inner freedom from all of life’s hard experiences. Jesus came to set you free, so you can know his life in all its fulness. He say give me your pain, your memories, your heart ache and receive my unfailing, never ending love.
But how about you? Let’s stand and respond to the three challenges we have had this morning. Let’s reach out for God’s light to drive out darkness, his love to overflow in us and his freedom to truly set us free to be all he has planned us to be – life lived with Jesus is life in all its fulness.

MULTICULTURAL CAROL

Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing

Joy to the Earth! The Saviour reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as, far as, the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders, wonders, of His love!
			ISAAC WATTS (1674-1748)

BENEDICTION
Come to us, Lord Jesus,
Be born in us this Christmas, in our hearts, our minds, our lives.
May the light of your life be lit in us,
And lead us to the shining truth,
of God with us, God for us, God in us. Amen.

THE GRACE
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore, Amen.


Events to highlight next week:

[bookmark: _Hlk156655511][bookmark: _Hlk206667587]Thursday 25th            	10.30	Christmas Day Service
12.00 	Christmas Lunch and Games
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