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The good news has been proclaimed.                                                                                                                                        The sky was filled with thousands of angels proclaiming God’s glory. The heavens were opened to us.

The angels announced it to the shepherds and revealed the glory of heaven for all to see
Emmanuel – hallelujah God is with us for evermore
And to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to be called children of God

So In this Christmas season, we gather again to celebrate the good news of great joy:
God has come so near to us in Jesus Christ.

The One anointed to bring good news to the poor, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom and release, has entered our world full of grace and truth.
A light has shone in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to put it out
Come, let us worship Christ our Lord with joy and thanksgiving. Amen.


HYMNS MP 211
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem
[bookmark: _Hlk216796706]Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel.
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace Hail the Son of Righteousness
Light and life to all he brings Risen with healing in his wings
Mild he lays his glory by Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King
 
Song MP 99

Come on and celebrate 
His gift of love, We will celebrate 
The Son of God who loved us And gave us life.
We’ll shout Your praise, O King,
You give us joy nothing else can bring,
We’ll give to You our offering In celebration praise.

Come on and celebrate, celebrate, Celebrate and sing;
Celebrate and sing to the King.   X2

Chorus  490
Oh come let us adore Him  x3             Christ the Lord
For He alone is worthy  x3                    Christ the Lord
We’ll praise your name forever  x3     Christ the Lord
We’ll give you all the glory x3              Christ the Lord


FAMILY TIME  An offering will be taken during the following song, after which teenagers and children will leave for their groups

Hush there’s a baby      Song YouTube        Maynards Groovy bible tunes


BIBLE READING 1:  Isaiah 52. 7-10
BIBLE READING 2:  Luke 2.8-20


HYMN MP 764
While shepherds watched their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around

Fear not said he for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind
Glad tidings of great joy I bring To you and all mankind

To you in David's town this day 
Is born of David's line
A Saviour who is Christ the Lord And this shall be the sign

The heavenly babe you there shall find
To human view displayed
All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands And in a manger laid

Thus spoke the angel and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng
Of angels praising God who thus addressed their joyful song

All glory be to God on high and on the earth be peace
Goodwill hence forth
From heaven to men begin and never cease
SERMON 

Heaven opened.  The shepherds Lk 2:8-20

We know well the story of Jesus’ birth, which we heard about on Christmas Day.  Luke covers it in just a few sentences.  Joseph and Mary travelled to Bethlehem because of a census.  (God is in control of events, even of emperors).  And there, it says quite simply, he was born.  It was in humble circumstances, with no place to stay and an animal feeding trough for a bed.  (There is no difficult situation we face that God does not know about).
So here he is, the long expected king in David’s line.  Our Christmas story could just end here, at a moment of silence and simplicity.  Jesus would grow up and we would meet him again when he starts his ministry.  
But no! God brings two groups of people to see Jeus.  The shepherds and the wise men. There is quite a contrast between them. The shepherds were poor, humble and Jewish.  The wise men were rich, of high status and Gentile.  This contrast shows God is accessible to everyone, high and low.  All can come to him, and that includes you and me.

Let’s look at the shepherds (Lk 2:8).  You have probably heard that shepherds at this time were poor, the outcasts of society, so we might dismiss them.  But we shall see that God reveals deep truth to them; and he trusts them to act on it.  So they must have been people who were open to God.  Luke records that they were keeping watch over their sheep, which I take to be a metaphor for their spiritual hunger – they were watching and waiting.  Indeed at this time, like Mary and Joseph, the ordinary people in Isreal were God fearers and were looking forward to the promises of God. 

The Jewish hope at this time is centred on the Messiah, a king coming in David’s line, Daniel’s Son of Man who establishes God’s kingdom on earth and the Day of the Lord, when God will save his people and bring his justice.  During our Advent and Christmas series we have been following the prophecies of Isaiah who makes many of these predictions about the coming Messiah.  

What happened next? (9).  The angel appears to the shepherds and we see this fulfils Isaiah’s prophecy of the messenger proclaiming good news to the watchmen (52:8).
More than the amazement of seeing an angel, it says the glory of God shone around them.  In the Old Testament people were sometimes granted a vision of God’s glory, and here, the shepherds were brought into the very presence of God.  

Then the angel gives them clear  theological statements that this baby is the long hoped for Messiah promised to Israel (10,11).  And this is supposedly to uneducated shepherds.  Let us look at what he tells them about this baby.

Good News.   Jesus came in fulfilment of prophecy as King of Israel, Lord of all, the Messiah and one who will deal with sin.

Town of David. This fulfils the prophecy that Jesus will come as king in David’s line.  This links back to the lovely book of Ruth we looked at before.  A main point of which is to show the importance of Bethlehem and ancestry of David.

Saviour. Joseph was told the reason the child was coming was to save his people from their sins 

Messiah is the word in Hebrew in the Old Testament for anointed one, so it refers to a coming priest and king.  Christ is the word in Greek, which is used in the New Testament.

Lord.  The same word was used before when referring to the glory of the lord.  This shows clearly that he is God, and the one we should honour and obey.  

There can be no mistaking what the angel is telling the shepherds.  ‘This is the one!’  This baby is the one who fulfils the promises you are waiting for!’  And the angel’s message is for us too.  ‘This is the one!’ This is the one to save and rescue us.  

End of story, no! If this was not enough, the shepherds are treated to a glimpse into heaven (13,14) with more angels.

We saw a stirring of angel activity before Jesus was born.  They appeared to Zechariah (John the Baptist’s father), Mary and Joseph.  But now Jesus has been born it seems God cannot contain his excitement.  It feels like he has been waiting for this glorious moment and here is the outburst of praise and worship of all of heaven’s angels.  Heaven was opened for them.

This is what is going on in God’s presence all the time, but we are given just glimpses to remind us of realities just beyond what we see.  In Revelation (4:1), when the church was under persecution, John saw heaven opened and the worship around God’s throne.  At a time of crisis in Judea, Isaiah (6:1) saw the Lord, seated and on a throne.  When Elijah’s servant was afraid when his city was surrounded by armies, Elijah prayed, ‘Open his eyes,’  and he saw the armies of heaven in fire in the hills.

Let’s see how the shepherds responded and follow in the same way.

Firstly, the shepherds followed up and investigated what the angel told them.  They hurried off. (15-16).  No apathy, no hesitancy, no fear, no putting off!  If God is speaking to you in any way, the right thing to do is to respond immediately.  

Secondly, having seen the baby they believed and acted in faith.  They started to spread the good news about this child (17).  

Thirdly, they went on their way glorifying and praising God for everything they had seen and heard (20).  

When we come to know Jesus, heaven is opened to us.  We are promised access into the very presence of God as we pray and worship.  Jesus promised Nathanael that because he believed he will see ‘heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.’ (John 1:51).  In Hebrews, we are told we can have confidence to enter God’s presence by the blood of Jesus, by a way opened for us, and to draw near to God for ourselves (10:19-22).  

Will you join the angels, and all who have gone before, in worship of the Lamb on the throne?

Time of response

HYMN MP 708
To God be the glory great things He hath done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life gates that all may go in

Chorus   Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord praise the Lord Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He has done

O perfect redemption the purchase of blood
To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives

Great things He hath taught us Great things He hath done
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder our transport when Jesus we see


PRAYER OF INTERCESSION   Selina and Lam 
Dear Father God,  As 2025 draws to a close, we thank You for Your faithful love, guidance, and protection over Abbey Baptist Church throughout this year.
We thank You for the patience and discernment You gave us as we waited for Zoltan to join us as our Minister. We are grateful to all those who prepared the Manse to welcome him and his family, and for all who faithfully served during the months we were without a Minister. We thank You for the smooth arrival of Zoltan and his family, for Patrik’s admission to a school in Reading, and for the joyful induction service held in September.
We also thank You for sending Pauline and Chris Mbukwa to support us through worship, leadership, and preaching. Please bless them and their family as they go back to Malawi. 
We praise You for the new life You have brought to our Church this year—through baptisms, new members, and those who can now call the UK their permanent home. We thank You for the generosity of our congregation, which has sustained all we do. Please continue to provide abundantly in the year ahead, so that we may serve both our church and the wider Reading community.
Thank You, Lord, for our connect groups and all the ministries of our church. We give special thanks for the diligent services of our Sunday School teams, Welcome team, AV team, Praise team, Fabric team, Finance team, Facebook team, and Website team. Please strengthen and encourage every volunteer as they serve You with faithfulness and love.
As we look towards the new year, guide us to grow in unity, compassion, and outreach. We pray for Your blessings on our upcoming work with B4N in serving the homeless, and that we can host  Care4Calais in caring for refugees. We also lift up our Home Mission partners—CIRDIC, REinspired, Mustard Tree, CCA, and the Bowers family in Thailand. Please surround Ray Lam and his family in Hong Kong with Your protection and peace as they serve at Crossroads.
In these uncertain and challenging times, Lord, we ask that You provide the resources and willing hearts needed to serve Your Kingdom. Replace fear, division, and hostility within our communities with understanding, kindness, and love. Bring healing and renewal to our NHS, wisdom and compassion to our government, and safety to our society.
Lord, we trust in You alone. Continue to strengthen Your church, guide our leaders, and use each one of us for Your glory and for the building of Your Kingdom. Amen.
HYMN MP 631
Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice
Tender to me the promise of His word
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice

Tell out my soul the greatness of His Name
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done
His mercy sure from age to age the same
His holy Name the Lord the Mighty One

Tell out my soul the greatness of His might
Powers and dominions lay their glory by
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight
The hungry fed the humble lifted high

Tell out my soul the glories of His word
Firm is His promise and His mercy sure
Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord
To children's children and for evermore


BENEDICTION
May the joy of the angels and the shepherds be ours as we move into the New Year
May the wonder and worship of Mary and Joseph stay with us
May our thankfulness and love for you, Lord Jesus, grow and grow   Amen


THE GRACE
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore, Amen.



Events to highlight next week:

[bookmark: _Hlk193270749][bookmark: _Hlk179383859]Wednesday 31st       	10.30	Renew Wellbeing
Friday Jan 2nd 		10.30	New Year Prayer Meeting
Sunday Jan 4th                  10.30    Worship service with communion   

Sunday Jan 11th                 Church meeting following morning service
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